
Superintendent’s Message 

 

     The first semester of the 2016-17 school year seems to have flown by and now we 

find ourselves preparing for the 2nd semester.   At this point in the year, the district has 

already begun the budget process for the 2017-18 school year, the winter sports pro-

grams are in full swing and the fine arts programs continue in competitions and per-

forming for both our students and the community.  As we move forward into the school 

year, it is important to thank everyone who have helped the Atlantic CSD to provide a 

quality education for students.   Without the support of the community and the many 

donations to our programs, both financial and volunteering your time, our students 

would not have the many opportunities that they enjoy today and over the past years.  

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all of you in the community that makes a contribution 

to our students' successes.  Without your support, many of the opportunities that our 

students enjoy, would not be possible. 

 

     The district was able to host the fourth annual Heavy Equipment day at the high 

school and we were fortunate to have a good number of students participate along with 

several students from other school districts.  Also, both the high school and the middle 

school held their annual programs on Veterans’ Day to celebrate and say thank you to 

local veterans who have served our country with distinction and pride. 

 

     The district in cooperation with the Nishna Valley YMCA again, submitted a 21st 

Century Community Learning Center grant to the Iowa DE to expand afterschool 

homework assistance and a comprehensive summer school program for students in 

grade K-8.  Applications for this grant were submitted to the DE on December 16 and 

grant awards will be announced sometime in early March 2017.  If the ACSD/YMCA 

application is approved, it will provide approximately $190,000 over the next 5 years to 

support these programs. 

 

     As we approach the start of the second semester, the district will face numerous 

challenges which includes continuing to manage expenditures in the budget, increasing 

student achievement and continuing to provide a quality education for all students.  As 

we progress through the semester, we will to continue to work in concert with the At-

lantic community and together, we will develop the best and brightest students in Iowa.  

As we begin the new year, I hope that everyone has a safe and prosperous new year. 

 

Go Trojans! 

 

Dr. Michael K. Amstein 

Atlantic CSD Superintendent 
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Mission Statement 

The mission of the Atlantic Community School 

District, in collaboration with home and com-

munity, is to prepare all learners to be crea-

tive, innovative and productive citizens and 

workers in a changing society, by providing 

diversified opportunities to learn and apply 

relevant skills and knowledge in a positive, 

disciplined and challenging environment. 
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Poet Leads Workshops at AHS 

 

Poet Mary Swander 

By Charity Williams 

 

Drawing attention to the issues of the farming families in Iowa, a poet came to Atlantic to 

perform a one-woman show that is about the upcoming generations of farming. Mary 

Swander, who is an accomplished poet and playwright, has shone the spotlight on the 

critical issues of transferring land ownership between farmers and the family members 

who will be inheriting the responsibility. 

 

Fifty percent of farmland in Iowa is owned by people who are of the age 65 or older. 

Thirty percent is owned by people who are 75 years of age or older. Swander’s play por-

trays a lawyer and mediator who are disputing between land transitions. It explores the 

hardships and struggles of the farmers she has cooperated with and the family problems 

they have experienced in the one-hour drama, “Map of My Kingdom.” This performance 

was held on Sunday, Jan. 29, at 2 p.m. at the American Legion Memorial Building. 

http://ahsneedle.com/staff-2/?writer=Charity%20Williams


No fee was charged at this performance as it was sponsored by Atlantic’s local business-

es. Swander stayed after the show to answer questions or concerns anyone had. Those 

who attended also had the opportunity to be able to see the newly renovated Memorial 

Hall in the American Legion Memorial Building. 

 

Monday, Jan. 30 Swander led two sessions of writing workshops for all Atlantic high 

schoolers who were willing to expand their poetry writing abilities.  

 

Swander is the Poet Laureate of the State of Iowa with over 13 published books of poetry 

and other genres. Her works have appeared in The New York Times Magazine, National 

Public Radio, The New Yorker and Poetry.  She is the executive director of AgArts, an 

organization whose sole purpose is to inspire and promote healthy food systems through 

the fine arts. 

 

For more information you can visit her website www.maryswander.com 

 

 

http://ahsneedle.com/21247/school-news/stayin-alive-rocks-ahs-health-class/ 

 

http://ahsneedle.com/21239/school-news/javelin-earns-award-of-distinguished-merit-in-

yearbook-contest/ 

http://www.maryswander.com/
http://ahsneedle.com/21247/school-news/stayin-alive-rocks-ahs-health-class/
http://ahsneedle.com/21239/school-news/javelin-earns-award-of-distinguished-merit-in-yearbook-contest/
http://ahsneedle.com/21239/school-news/javelin-earns-award-of-distinguished-merit-in-yearbook-contest/


December 2015 

 

Atlantic Chosen for STEM in Excellence 

 

Atlantic is one of twelve schools in the state of Iowa 

chosen to be part of the STEM in Excellence Program. 

this is a program designed for students in grades 6-8 

and provides University based support for math and sci-

ence teachers. Atlantic will receive support from the 

Belin Blank Center at the University of Iowa along with 

finding from the Jack-Cooke Foundation. 

 

last spring nineteen 5th grade students took the Explore 

test, which is a test designed for 8th grade students. If 

students scored 50% or above they were eligible to par-

ticipate in the 6th grade STEM program. Atlantic cur-

rently has 12 students participating in the program. The 

STEM in Excellence Program is taught outside of 

school hours. Students attend before and after school. 

 

Students will test again in the spring and become part of 

a study by the University of Iowa to see if STEM pro-

grams increase test scores. 



 
Atlantic Community Schools 
Schuler Elementary School 

501 East 11th Street                                                                                         
                                              Phone: 243-1370 
Atlantic, IA 50022                                                                                                        
                               Fax: 243-2120 

 

 

 

Schuler News 

 

Schuler Elementary has been having a great year so far this year.  I can’t believe we’re already done with the 

first half of the year already.   

 

This year we’ve been able to encourage a lot of students to go the extra mile to do their best.  Schuler has 
had two different incentives for students to work extra with math and reading.  This October we challenged 

the students to answer math questions on Sumdog, an online program, and had over 10,000 questions an-

swered in a week period outside of the school day.  This December we challenged students to read 20 

minutes outside of school each day.  Those students who met the challenge had the chance to go to the 

YMCA for the afternoon.   

 

Students going the extra mile also includes the many students that have been recognized as students of the 

month and Trojan Pride winners.  The Trojan Pride award was added this year to go out to students every 

month for going the extra mile to be great students.  We have had over 100 students awarded with the award 

so far and hope to be able to give more students the award. The student of the month awards go out to one 

student for each academic and citizenship in each grade.   

 

The students in 4th grade had the chance to go to Living History Farms and the 5th grade had the chance to 

tour Milk Unlimited Dairy as a part of their learning this fall.  We had the chance to celebrate Red Ribbon 

Week, work with the police department on a food drive, and had a pie eating contest as well.   

 



The students and staff have done a great job this fall with working on their 

number one thing at Schuler and that is learning.  We have taken NWEA 

tests and other tests this fall which show us how well the students are doing 

as well as students that may need extra support.  Our data team is excited 

about the growth that has been made this year so far as well as looking for-

ward to taking our state tests this spring to see how much more our students 

will grow.  

 

Thank you to parents for supporting your students and helping them.  Your 

support is one of the the biggest factors in your students’ success.   



Washington Elementary School 

Three times each school year, Washington students are assessed on a variety of skills that are essential to reading. 
Washington has been giving the The FAST (Formative Assessment System for Teachers) assessment as a universal 
screener on the following skills in Kindergarten: 

●      Reading letter names and identifying letter sounds 

●      Understanding concepts of print (eg. We read from left to right on a page.) 

   ●      Identifying individual sounds they hear in a word (eg. “at” has two sounds:  /a/ and /t/) 

●      Reading commonly used words by sight (eg. "the”) 

●      Blending sounds together to read simple words 

   The FAST assessment screens on the following skills in first grade: 

Reading simple sentences 

Number of words read correctly in one minute-related to decoding, vocabulary and comprehension 

Identifying individual sounds they hear in a word (eg. “at” has two sounds” /a/ and /t/) 

Reading commonly used words by sight (eg. “the”) 

Blending sounds together to read simple words 

   Students in grades 2 and 3 are given the CBM Reading test.  This is an overall measure of reading skills where the 
student reads aloud a story for one minute.  The teacher records the number of words the student reads correctly along 
with reading accuracy.  CBM Reading provides an overall indication of how well the student is reading and is related to 
other reading skills like decoding, vocabulary, and comprehension.  We are working hard to make sure that our regular 
classroom instruction meets the needs of all students so they have the potential to read on grade level.  Students who 
score below benchmark may receive additional support in the area of reading. 

 

Washington/Schuler PTO 

   Washington and Schuler Elementary Schools are lucky to have a wonderful PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) that 
supports our teachers and students each year.  Our PTO has done two fundraisers this year which fund all field trip 
transportation and often also admission for all elementary school students.  

   Our PTO has funded transportation to and from the Science Center of Iowa, Living History Farms, The Omaha Sym-

phony, The Henry Dorley Zoo, outdoor education programs including a Kindergarten trip to Springbrook State Park, 

and many more.  Our PTO also has helped in buying library books at both  



Washington and Schuler, and they also buy supplies for teachers including books for 
their classroom libraries.   

   If you would like to help support our PTO, we would love to have more people partici-
pate in meetings which are held at the Washington Art Room on the third Monday of the 
month at 5:30 pm, another way you can support our PTO is by collecting “Boxtops for 
Edcuation” that can be dropped off at the Washington office.  Also if you see one of our 
wonderful PTO board members, Tricia Brosam Steph Witzman, Mark Foegen, April 
Zarbano, Tiana Houser please tell them how much they are appreciated! 












