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Mission Statement 

The mission of the Atlantic Community School 

District, in collaboration with home and com-

munity, is to prepare all learners to be crea-

tive, innovative and productive citizens and 

workers in a changing society, by providing 

diversified opportunities to learn and apply 

relevant skills and knowledge in a positive, 

disciplined and challenging environment. 
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Kristy Pellett V-Pres. 

Dr. Keith Swanson 
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     The 2015-16 school year has ended and there are a number of indica-

tors that point to another successful year for the students and staff in the 

district.  During the second semester, there have been a number of accom-

plishments within the district.  The hard work by students, teachers, 

paraprofessionals and administrators have paid dividends this year and we 

look forward to next school year to improve on all of the work that has 

been done this year. 

 

     The students in the district took the Iowa Assessments in mid-April this 

past spring.  Based on the achievement data, Atlantic students did very 

well.  Overall, the district continues to raise student achievement in Read-

ing, Math and Science.  I would like to congratulate the students, teachers 

and administrators for their hard work in preparing for the tests and for 

their work in the classroom during the school year.  As with each year’s 

assessment data, the district will review the achievement data and make 

the necessary adjustments to the curriculum.  Below is a summary of the 

achievement data for the district.  You can also find more information re-

garding this year’s Iowa Assessments on the district website at 

www.atlanticiaschools.org.  

Washington  2016 

3rd Grade   

Reading  79% 

Math   88% 

Science  89% 

 

Schuler  2016 
4th Grade   

Reading  84% 

Math   86% 

Science  91% 

 

5th Grade 

Reading  75% 

Math   82% 

Science  84% 

Atlantic Middle  2016 
6th Grade   

Reading  75% 

Math   81% 

Science  85% 

 

7th Grade   

Reading  84% 

Math   89% 

Science  85% 

 

8th Grade  

Reading  81% 

Math   87% 

Science  86% 

http://www.atlanticiaschools.org


Atlantic High  2016 
9th Grade 

Reading  85% 

Math   77% 

Science  80% 

 

10th Grade 

Reading  88% 

Math   83% 

Science  82% 

 

11th Grade   

Reading  87% 

Math   86% 

Science  79%  

District Average 

Reading  82% 

Math   85% 

Science  86%  

      Earlier this spring the Iowa Department of Education released the graduation rates and drop-

out rates for the 2014-15 school year.  The graduation rate at Atlantic High School is 94.30% 

which is significantly above the state average of 90.80%.  The dropout rate at the high school is 

2.20% which continues to be lower than the state average of 2.48%.   The ACT results for the 

district continues to show that Atlantic CSD students continue to score well on the college en-

trance exam with a composite score of 22.40% while the state average stands at 22.20%.  Atlan-

tic students continue to demonstrate a strength in academics.  Thank you for a job well done! 

 

      Boys and girls track teams sent a number of athletes to the state meet and put forth strong 

performances and an impressive number of medal winners.  The district also had a boys' doubles 

team qualify for the state tennis tournament and represented the district well.  The boys golf 

team earned a 5th place finish in the state golf tournament this year, while the girls golf team 

captured another state championship, making a run in the past three years with two state titles 

and a second place finish.  In our fine arts, our band, choral and drama departments continued to 

exhibit the many talents found at the high school through the many entertaining events that were 

scheduled this spring.  Atlantic students have demonstrated their talents both in and out of the 

classroom and have shown that they can compete on any stage or venue throughout the state. 

 

      I am proud of the many accomplishments that students and teachers achieved this past year 

and I hope everyone has an opportunity to celebrate those successes.  For the upcoming school 

year in the fall of 2016, we will be working over the summer to create better opportunities for 

students to become the best and brightest in Iowa.  Please have a safe summer to spend with 

family and friends and I look forward to another successful school year in the fall.  Go Trojans! 

      

Sincerely, 

 

Michael K. Amstein, Ed.D. 

Atlantic CSD School Superintendent 



Iowa's high school graduation rate con-

tinues to climb 
 

 
 
DES MOINES - Iowa's high school graduation rate has increased for the fifth year in a row while rates con-

tinue to fall, according to figures released today by the Iowa Department of  

 
State data show 90.8 percent of students in Iowa's Class of 2015 graduated within four years. rates in-

creased for all but two subgroups of students in the Class of  

 
Iowa has led the nation in recent years in high school graduation rates and last year became the first with a grad-

uation rate above 90 percent. U.S. Department of Education data for the Class of 2015 are yet  

 
"Iowans should be proud that our state leads in high school graduation rates, and I know  isn't by 

chance," Iowa Department of Education Director Ryan Wise said. "As I've  classrooms across the state this 

past school year, I've seen countless examples of educators taking individualized approach to meeting the needs of 

their students. While graduation is a critical step, we rest until all kids graduate with the skills they need to suc-

ceed beyond high  

 
Iowa's statewide graduation rate has increased 2.5 percent over a five-year period, from 88.3 percent for  

Class of 2011 to 90.8 percent for the Class of Four-year 

graduation  

Iowa graduation rates are calculated with a formula established by the U.S. Department of Education.  student 

identification numbers allow school districts to carefully account for all ninth-grade students as  move through high 

school. At the state level, the method helps determine when a student graduates, even  the student has switched dis-

tricts in Iowa during high  

 
Atlantic’s Class of 2015 graduation  

4-year cohort   

5-year cohort  Dropout 

rate  

 
 



Senator Grassley visits with students in 
May 

 

 
Senator Grassley spent an hour with students from Tony Wiley’s government 

classes and Allison journalism classes. Students were able to ask 

the senator any questions they liked. This was the first Sen. Grassley 

was able to visit AHS in 10  

Don’t want to lose skills over the 
 

summer months? Take ad-

vantage of free resource 
 

Homework Help 
 

Free Homework Help and Online Tutoring available to students with library card HelpNow is an 

online tutoring service available to anyone with a library card account with the Atlantic Public Library to 

use while at school or at home with a variety of questions and help. This is available for free thanks to 

the Atlantic Community Schools Foundation. 
 

 
HelpNow includes: 

1. Online tutoring - this is live and available from 2:00-11:00 pm every day of the week 

(Sunday-Saturday) 

2. Skill Building - students can go in and practice different skills sets, all separated by grade level and 

subject. This is also where the ACT, SAT, ASVAB, and more tests are. 

3. Writing Lab - students can turn in papers, reports, any writing sample really, and get critiques on mak-

ing it better. There is also an Adult Learners area, where resumes can be submitted to the writing lab. 

4. Flash cards - students can make their own, or use others already created. The only problem with 

the flash cards area is they are not examined to make sure they are correct. 

5. Meet - students can set up an online meeting area with other students to go over projects or group pa-

pers. 
 

 
HelpNow doesn't require microphones or speakers. It's all Java based, and should work on a variety of 

computers. There are also apps for Apple and Android devices. 
 

 

Please find that video at https://youtu.be/EqNoDQD4zks 

https://youtu.be/EqNoDQD4zks


Chris Norton, Motivational Speaker, Visits Atlantic Middle School 
 
 

 

April 12, 2016- Chris Norton has experienced 

the essence of adversity. He was knocked 

down. Hard. 

 
 

In October 2010, a debilitating spinal cord injury 

left him with a 3 percent chance to regain 

feeling below his neck. Chris’ football career 

was over, and the injury threatened to take 

much more than his ability to move. It could 

have defined him. But Chris isn’t shaped by circumstance. Chris stood up. With his unshakea-

ble conviction, Chris walked again, and works tirelessly every day to regain his movement. 

 
 

But Chris’ greatest feat of perseverance isn‘t the physical act of standing; it’s his attitude, 

his determination to shape himself in the face of adversity. That strength defines him 

(www.nortonmotivation.com, 2016). 

 
 

Chris gave the student of Atlantic Middle School (AMS) an example of the power of motiva-

tion, staying positive, and determination. Chris’ message touched all of the students and fac-

ulty of AMS, giving them hope that anything is possible if you put your mind to it. Chris’ mes-

sage also taught us the power of staying positive through the toughest situations can help 

you persevere through anything. 

 
 

Chris’ powerful message was good for everyone to hear, giving all in attendance a chance 

to reflect on the attitude and effort we come to school with everyday. If you would like to 

learn more about Chris Norton, please visit www.nortonmotivation.com. 

http://www.nortonmotivation.com/
http://www.nortonmotivation.com/


June 2016 Newsletter 

 

Happy Summer!  It was a great end of the year at Schuler this year.  We enjoyed some end of 

the year field trips, were happy with results from testing, and worked hard to the end of the 

school year.   

 

Students in 4th grade were able to go to the Hitchcock House.  They learned a lot about the un-

derground railroad.  Then they were given the opportunity to try different activities in the barn 

like making butter, pressing apples, making a candle, and making rope.  They learned a lot and 

had a great time.   

 

The 5th grade also went out at the end of the year to Cold Springs County Park for conservation 

day.  They learned about trees, raptors, erosion, swans, fish and had the chance to catch a fish as 

well.  Many did catch a fish and some for the first time.  Please thank anyone you know at Cass 

County Conservation for putting this together.  They have been very helpful in setting up the 

this event and the Hitchcock House in May for the students. 

 

The students finished up their Iowa Assessment testing in April.  Schuler students received the 

data back and should be happy with the results.  The district as a whole moved up in all areas 

and at Schuler we jumped up pretty well in reading and science and went down a little in math.  

We also celebrated our good Iowa Assessment scores by taping me up to the wall in the gym for 

lunch on the 9th of May. 

 

Our final activity as a school was to have a class competition on the last day that involved crea-

tive thinking, map skills, word skills, and fun.  The class competed in what we called a field day 

with 5 academic and 5 more athletic events.  Ms. McCunn and Ms. McLaren’s classes won their 

grade levels and have their traveling trophies for the year. 

 

Parents and community members, I want to say a huge thank you for all the support you have 

given the students, school and staff.  Your support for your student’s learning has been very im-

portant and will continue to be throughout their schooling. 

 

Have a great summer, and I look forward to when the students come back next Fall. 

 

James Northwick 

Schuler Elementary Principal 
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